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This thesis examines the implementation of Australian policies for economic development through 
agriculture for the Territories of Papua and New Guinea 1945 to 1975.It also examines the role of young 
men and women, known as Didiman, that introduced these polices through patrolling, farm agricultural 
education and field work. The extension officers’ role was to stimulate Papua New Guinea’s agricultural 
development. This thesis investigates an overlooked aspect of Australia’s relationship with the TPNG, 
and the relationship between Papua New Guineans and modernity. 
After World War II a rationale based on the promotion and advancement of primary industry, 
which included indigenous farmers, was introduced to the TPNG. It was thought that a 
modification to, or the complete transformation of existing farming systems was necessary to 
improve the material welfare of the population in TPNG. The frontline, field operatives of this 
theoretical model of development were the Didiman.  
 
 
